The Declaration of War
known to Berchtold and his entourage during the three
days which elapsed between the receipt of the Serbian reply
and the Austrian declaration of war. Nevertheless Conrad,
as Chief of Staff, would have liked this declaration to be
still further delayed because the slow rate of concentra-
tion would not permit him to begin his advance before
August I2th, and he was anxious not to start the campaign
with insufficient forces in hand. But his resistance was
temporary only, and soon gave way before the pressure of
the political situation. The German ambassador in Vienna,
who was present and took part in Berchtold's first con-
versation with Conrad on this subject (July 26th), was
therefore able to inform Bethmann-Hollweg that war
would be officially declared the next day or the day after*
Tschirschky also gave the official reason for the Austrian
decision: it had been taken "mainly to forestall any
attempt at intervention."^)
Such was the unsuspected frame of mind in which the
proposals of Sazonov and Sir Edward Grey were received
by the Austrian and German Governments, and it
explains their unsympathetic reception. In order clearly
to understand the nature of the Austrian decision it is
necessary to emphasize the confidential information
conveyed by Berchtold to the Wilheknstrasse: namely,
that war operations would not begin until "the going in
action of troops is completed, so that a strong decisive
blow may then be dealt."(3) This secret reservation
proves that a step so grave as the declaration of war was
decided upon in order to give satisfaction to Berlin.
Here again it is of interest to record Hermann Lutz's
opinion.(4) He condemns the optimism, resulting from
"a gross miscalculation of the general situation," which
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